GHALGROVE FIELD.     HIS DEATH
great number of prisoners, in Hampden* s possession.
Apparently, however, no attempt was made by the
Puritans to hold it. Essex was incapable of so decisive
a policy.
This account of events at Reading earlier than the
more celebrated siege of April, 1643,15 taken from a
contemporary pamphlet entitled The True Relation of
the Proceedings of His Excellency the Earl of Essex with his
Army since his departure from these Parts, in pursuit of the
Cavaliers. With the taking of Reading by Colonel Hampden
and Colonel Hurry with their regiments [etc.]. By H. G.
London. Printed for John Matthews. The pamphlet is
undated, but it clearly refers to and is contemporary
with parliamentarian movements during the period
following Turnham Green, Gardiner dismisses the
publication as c one of the many lying reports * of the
time, but I see no reason for doubting its authenticity.
Apart from the fact that the figures of Kirke's
casualties are no doubt exaggerated—they are given
as four hundred—it is a dry and detailed narrative,
with no sign of invention in it. It is impossible to
trace the movements of Hampden, or any other figure
of the Civil War, from day to day in these early months
of action, but there is no doubt that when he was not at
Westminster he was chiefly employed with his Bucking-
hamshire men in their own midland neighbourhood.
Apart from the specific occasions upon which he is
known to have been there, the general circumstances
warrant the assumption of his presence* He was
colonel of the Green Goat militia that he himself had
raised, and as Mr, F. J. Varley points out in his admir-
able book The Siege of Oxford (1932), * The territorial
attachments of the units of each army caused a marked
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